
Value Landscape



Open Photoshop, new file > 
11x 8.5 inches



Choose one color for your 
landscape. I picked red. 
Change the swatch at the 
bottom of the toolbar to your 
color and change the other 
color black.  

Use the gradient tool (same 
slot as the paint bucket)



Use the lasso tool (third 
tool down) to draw a 
land chunk. 

Start on the left, draw 
the land piece then draw 
down the side, across 
the bottom and back to 
the beginning

Fill in the shape you 
drew with the darkest 
shade of your chosen 
color.



Repeat the land drawing and 
filling process as you see 
below. 

Then add in your sun or 
moon using the ellipse tool 

White fill, no stroke (look at 
the options bar up top)





Time for trees! Make a 
new layer and put it at 
the top of the layer 
panel. 

Fill it in white



Then click at the top 
Filter > Render > Tree
This panel appears. 

Choose your tree from 
the drop down menu. 



Then click on the 
advanced tab. 
Change both of 
the colors to 
black. 



Click ok and it 
renders your tree!



Then click on 
Edit > Define 
brush preset

Press ok



Now, delete the 
white layer with the 
tree. 

Use the 
eyedropper to 
choose the color of 
the layer when you 
will put your trees



Use the brush tool to 
add in trees. Bigger 
trees in the front, 
smaller trees in the 
back. 



Change the tree color 



Look up whatever animal, 
or person, or cabin you 
want to add a narrative (a 
story) to your landscape. 

Look up it up with the word 
silhouette. Copy and paste 
it into photoshop



Now use the magic 
wand to click on the 
white background 
and press 
backspace to erase



Now use the magic 
wand to click on the 
object/ animal 

Then use the 
eyedropper to choose 
the color of the layer it 
will stand on. 

Then click Edit > Fill > 
Foreground color 
(instead of content 
aware) to color the 
deer in.

Put it where it is going 
to go and make it a 
size that makes 
sense. Control T 



Overlay time! 
Please look up 
“abstract lighting” 
and copy and 
paste an image of 
your choice. 

Rain or snow also 
works for this.



Control T, stretch it to fit 
over the entire landscape. 



Then change the 
layer style in the 
layer panel from 
normal to overlay



Lower the opacity 
in the layer panel 
until you like the 
way the overlay 
looks.

Then click file > 
export as png to 
save it then turn it 
in on google 
classroom. 


