
Creating a Collage in 
Photoshop

All Classes



Create New or
File > New

Call the file 
what the 
assignment 
name is

Dimensions: 
Landscape is 
11x8.5 INCHES

Portrait is 8.5 x 
11 INCHES



Look up your images on 
google chrome. 

Be specific with your 
search words and try 
different ways to look up 
the image you are trying 
to find.



Right click (or two finger click 
on the track pad on your 
chromebook) and copy the 
image

(If it doesn’t paste into 
Photoshop go back and re 
copy it and try again)



Click Edit

Click Paste



It is important to 
always have your 
layer panel open to 
see all your images 
on each layer. 

Click Window, then 
click Layers



To make an image 
bigger make sure the 
correct layer is clicked 
and then 

Edit > Transform > 
Scale

You can also press 
ctrl T on the keyboard



Click and drag 
from the corners of 
your image to 
resize it. 

Press ENTER on 
the keyboard when 
done. 

**Reminder, to 
move an image 
around, use the 
move tool. The first 
tool in the toolbar 
to the left



There are several 
ways to cut out an 
image from its 
background. 

First, in the 4th 
toolbar slot from the 
top if you click and 
hold on it, this box 
appears. 

It has the magic 
wand, the quick 
selection tool and the 
object selection tool.



The magic wand is best for solid 
color backgrounds. 

You just select the magic wand 
then click on the area you want 
to erase. 

The selection lines appear then 
you press ENTER on the 
keyboard. 

BUT this image needs more 
careful selection because the 
background isn't solid. 



Use the quick selection tool 
instead. Click and drag 
slowly on your image to 
select. 

At the top of the screen you 
see a brush with a plus and 
a minus sign. You can add 
to the selection or minus 
(take away) from the 
selection)



Remember to 
press 
BACKSPACE on 
the keyboard to 
erase your 
selection.



Also always remember 
to get rid of the selection 
lines to move onto the 
next part of the project, 
click SELECT then click 
DESELECT

You can also press 
ctrl D on the keyboard.



You can do 
several things in 
the Transform 
panel. 

You can rotate by 
clicking Edit then 
Transform then 
Rotate. 

Or press ctrl T on 
the keyboard and 
it will allow you to 
scale and rotate 
at the same time.



With this image 
notice the black 
edges after I 
selected and hit 
backspace.

You can use the 
eraser tool to 
erase those 
edges.



Change the size 
and hardness of 
the eraser in the 
panel at the top 
after you click on 
the eraser tool in 
the toolbar.

Lower hardness 
number is a 
softer eraser. 
Use a softer 
eraser.



You can flip 
your image. 

Edit > 
Transform > Flip 
horizontal or 
vertical 



He’s flipped! 

Also notice now that I 
have 2 images, there 
are now 3 layers. 

A background, and 
one for each photo.

I suggest turning the 
eyeball off on the 
background layer 
while you are working 
so you don’t see this 
white. 



To move one 
image above 
the other, click 
and drag a layer 
in the layers 
panel above or 
below the layer 
you want to 
switch. You’ll 
see the photos 
rearrange 
themselves



A background counts as 
an image!

I like to find pattern 
backgrounds. Try to find 
a not blurry one.



Copy and paste your 
background into your file. 
Sometimes it’ll paste in 
small and hidden 
underneath another layer.

If you can’t see it, look at 
the layers panel for it. 

Also you can press ctrl T 
right after you paste it in 
and you’ll see the resizing 
box appear around it. 



Click and drag 
that background 
layer to the back 
of all the images 
but above that 
white 
background 
layer. 

(You can also 
just delete the 
background 
layer by 
dragging it to the 
trash can at the 
bottom of the 
layer panel.)



Sometimes 
after you erase 
part of a 
background, 
you’ll see these 
crackle lines. 

Just use the 
eraser to erase 
them. Make 
sure you are in 
the right layer.



For your personal collage 
project (FIMA) you need 10 
images that represent you 
in some way. 

This is just a tutorial on how 
to create it. NOT AN 
EXAMPLE OF A 
PERSONAL COLLAGE. 

So don’t just put 10 of the 
same thing….


