
Storybook City
Graphic Art and Design



Create a new 
photoshop file 
11x 8.5” 300 
resolution

Have your 
layers panel 
open 

Window > 
layers



Image Searches you 
could do:

-New Orleans Shotgun 
houses 
-San Francisco row 
houses
-Victorian Row houses
-Amsterdam 
-NYC brownstones 



Build up your 
collage. You 
need at least 3 
houses. 

This doesn’t 
have to be a 
perfectly done 
collage! 
Consider this 
your “sketch”

You will get a 
separate grade 
for it. 



Cut out 
backgrounds, 
use the 
eraser for 
any bits left 
behind etc.



When done, save as a jpeg 
and turn it in on google 
classroom. 

File> Save As> change the 
file type to jpeg. Save in your 
H: drive



Open Adobe Illustrator.

Create New > 11 x 8.5 
INCHES



With your new file 
open, click on the 
file folder at the 
bottom of the 
screen and open 
the jpeg of your 
collage. 

Copy and paste it 
into the illustrator 
file







It will paste in 
large, move the 
image until you 
find a corner 
and then scale it 
down.

Open the layers 
panel and the 
Swatch panel

window> layers
Window > 
swatch



Now were going to build 
our color palettes in the 
swatch panel. 

Click on the file folder 
button at the bottom of the 
panel. Name that new 
folder house 1 etc

Then use the eyedropper 
tool and select colors from 
your collage. 



To add the colors you 
choose with the 
eyedropper, click and 
drag them from the top of 
the swatch panel into the 
row with the folder it 
should go in. 



Make a new layer. 

Start by using the 
rectangle tool, and 
tracing a shape. I started 
with that door and drew 
the grey window. 

Adjust the strokes and 
colors of your shapes by 
having them selected 
and then changing the 
colors in the swatch 
panel.



While drawing your 
shapes you may notice 
that some are hidden 
underneath each other. 

To rearrange shapes in 
the same layer, 

Select the shape, right 
click on the shape, then 
click Arrange > Bring to 
front or send to back 
depending on what you 
need.

If they're on separate 
layers, then just move the 
layers



Lock the layer that has 
your collage too! Click the 
empty space next to the 
eyeball. Then the lock will 
appear.



Using the pen tool, and no 
fill or stroke, click to add an 
anchor point. Move the 
mouse to the next anchor 
point and click. 

See I have made 3 anchor 
points tracing the window 
above the door.



To curve the line, you 
move your mouse to the 
next anchor point, CLICK 
AND HOLD ONTO THAT 
CLICK, then while holding, 
move the mouse, you'll see 
the link curving. Move the 
mouse until you find the 
right curve then let go. 



After you have drawn the 
curve, then click back on 
that last anchor point (it'll 
say anchor in purple) 
Then that resets the line 
back to being straight. 
Do this each time you 
make a curve.



Then to complete the 
shape, click back on 
the first anchor point. 

You can then fill that 
shape in from the 
swatch panel. 



You can also have 
your stroke panel 
open, where you can 
change how thick 
(weight) the outlines 
are if you are using 
strokes. 



Keep drawing 
shapes, arranging 
them on top of each 
other and build your 
houses!



Dont forget the magic 
of copying and 
pasting. See these 
doors are identical. 
SO, I draw the one 
door…..use the 
selection tool to click 
and drag a selection 
box around all the 
shapes of my door...



Edit> Copy
Edit > Paste

OR Ctrl C, Ctrl V



Work smarter not 
harder ;)



You can also use 
the pen tool for 
line details, like 
the window 
panes I have 
drawn here. 



Another way to make 
unique shapes not 
using the pen tool!

To the left you see a 
rectangle with a round 
top. 

Draw the rectangle, 
then draw an ellipse 
shape on top of it. 



Then using the 
Pathfinder panel 
(window> pathfinder) 
you click on the first 
option “unite”



GRADIENTS ARE A MILLION STEPS. You’ll 
use them for windows. 

1. Open the gradient panel (window > 
gradient)

2. Have the swatch panel nearby
3. Select the shape you want to add a 

gradient too. 
4. Click and drag a color from the swatch 

panel INTO the gradient bar in the 
gradient panel. 

5. Click on the fill swatch so it's in front of 
the stroke. 

6. Then click on the gradient tool in the 
TOOLBAR, to adjust the angle of the 
gradient in the shape. 



But those gradients do look 
nice….



Keep going until finished!!


