
Low Poly Style Art- Animal 
Portrait 

Graphic Art and Design



Start with a new 
Photoshop file > 11 x 
11 INCHES 300 
RESOLUTION

Find an animal of 
your choice with their 
faces facing forward! 

Paste it in the file.



Click on View > 
Rulers 



Then click a 
drag a 
guideline from 
the ruler on the 
left of the 
screen into the 
center of the 
animals face. 
(It won't be 
perfect that's 
ok)



Use the polygon 
lasso tool! 

3rd tool slot 
down, click and 
hold then it gives 
you that option. 



Start in the middle 
right on the 
guidelines and 
draw your first 
triangle! 

You are roughly 
tracing every 
different shade/ 
color that you see. 



Use the eyedropper to 
select the color



Use the fill bucket 
to fill in the shape. 



Keep repeating. Don’t 
worry about small 
white gaps between 
your triangles. 

Keyboard shortcuts!!

“L” Polygon lasso tool
“I” Eyedropper
“G” Fill Bucket 



Forgot to screenshot this part UGH!

Erase the reference image behind your low poly animal in the background, but 
leave the photo behind the low poly shapes. That way it visually fills in any gaps 
that remain.



When done 
drawing an 
entire side of 
the face, click 
and drag that 
layer to the 
new layer plus 
icon at the 
bottom of the 
layers panel



Then click edit> 
transform > flip 
horizontal 



Line up the two 
halves!



Then click on 
the top right 
button on the 
layers panel and 
then click, 
Merge Down 



Clear the blue 
guide line out 
of here by 
clicking View > 
Clear Guides



Background time! 
Search for the habitat 
your animal comes 
from and find a close 
up shot. 

For the lion I am using 
a grassland image



Past in that 
image and place 
it behind your 
animal. 

Then select the 
layer with your 
animal and add a 
stroke by clicking 
the fx button at 
the bottom of the 
layers panel and 
clicking stroke



Stroke size and color up 
to you, but the position 
should be “outside”

If it outlines from crumbly 
parts 



Then make a 
new layer and 
put in a radial 
gradient behind 
your animal 
head. 

Arrange the 
layers like this. 



Then, selecting 
on your habitat 
photo layer, 
then click on 
the drop box 
that and choose 
a layer style 
that you think 
looks best!



When done, save it as a jpeg 
and turn it on on google 
classroom under the 
assignment!


