
Low Poly Self Portrait
Graphic Art and Design



Choose an image of 
yourself for this 
assignment!

If you do not have an 
image I WILL TAKE A 
PHOTO OF YOU. 

Best way to get it into 
the computer is 
download the 
googledrive app on 
your phone and upload 
the photo right into 
your drive. 

Then download that 
image to the computer 
from your drive and 
open it in Adobe 
Photoshop. 



Crop your image down to 
your desired composition. 

Then go to Image > Levels

Play with the levels until 
you get a good amount of 
contrast and saturation to 
your image. 



Go to Image> 
Adjustments> Hue and 
Saturation

Click the box that says 
colorize. 

Boost your saturation 
and decided the 
lightness.

Choose the hue. I 
picked purple at a high 
saturation and medium 
lightness. 



File > Save As

Name it lowpoly
reference image



Open up the lowpoly
reference image in 
Adobe Illustrator. 

Make a new layer. 

Lock the layer that has 
your image. 

Make the stroke a color 
of your choice and the 
fill none. 

USING THE PEN TOOL 
start tracing the areas of 
color/value on your face. 
This is the part where 
everything you draw 
needs to touch and its 
made up of triangles and 
some trapezoids. 

NO CURVES. 

***IMPORTANT KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS***

V- selection tool
I- eyedropper



AGAIN you are 
drawing the areas 
of value/ color on 
your face as 
triangles that 
touch one 
another! Like a 
puzzle. 



When you are done 
tracing your face 
and are ready to 
fill in your colors, 

Select each 
triangle and use 
the eyedropper to 
choose its color. 

KEYBOARD 
SHORTCUTS**

V- selection tool
I- Eyedropper 



You can use 
the ellipse 
tool for the 
eyes if you 
want. 

Turn the eye 
off on your 
photo layer 
to see your 
progress. 



When complete 
with your portrait, 
create a rectangle 
in the back of your 
portrait. (Using the 
rectangle tool)

Here I have it filled 
with black. 



Apply a gradient. 
Remember you 
need to have the 
shape selected 
and the Gradient 
Panel open to 
apply a gradient. 



Copy and paste 
it into a new 
Adobe 
Photoshop file. 



Go online and find an image for your 
overlay. 



Paste it into the file and 
scale it up…..



Play around with the layer styles….

It starts as normal, change it and see what 
happens! Play with the opacity as well.



Finished! Save it as 
a jpeg and put it in 
your google slide 
presentation
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