
Koi Fish Illustration
Foundations in Media Art



Go online and find an image of a koi fish. 
Choose one that has some movement, like 
its swimming. 

You can also look up goldfish as well. 



Open Adobe Illustrator and create a new file, 
8.5x11” 

Paste in the koi fish image.



Make the image fit the page.
Create a new layer on top of 
the image.
Lock the layer that has the koi 
fish image. 



Using the pen 
and pencil tools, 
and a bright 
color stroke, start 
outlining your koi. 



Trace your koi in 
separate 
shapes. 

Head, fins, one 
side of the 
body and the 
other side of 
the body. 

(I have moved 
my fish parts 
apart in this 
image just to 
show you what I 
mean…)



Once you are happy with your tracing, and you have changed the 
stroke size and the stroke style of your lines, start adding gradients to your 
shapes!



Remember: open the 
gradient panel to 
apply your gradients

Window > Gradient

Next, create your eye! Use the ellipse tool draw the 3 shapes. One large oval 
for the color part of the eye, one circle for the black part (pupil) and a small 
circle for the white highlight. 



Apply color and 
gradients to the 
eye like you did 
for the part of the 
koi. 

Select the eye all 
at once, clicking 
and dragging a 
selection box 
around it. Then 
click Object> 
Group so it sticks 
together. This 
makes it easier to 
move. 



Start adding details! Use the pen or pencil tool and remember to change 
the stroke size and style to give it visual interest! (Window > Stroke) 



Remember you can select multiple lines at once by holding down shift as 
you click each line. That way you can change stroke size and style to all the 
lines you selected at once. 



Don’t forget to give your koi whiskers! Remember, this koi might transform 
into a dragon someday, make it look the part. 



Once you are happy with your koi and are done, click and drag a 
selection box around it and click edit> copy



Open up a new Photoshop file, 8.5 x 11” 300 Resolution

Paste in your koi as pixels. 



Lots of options 
for a 
background! 
You can look 
up, rice paper 
backgrounds, 
waterfall, 
Japanese 
temple, 
watercolor 
background, 
marble 
paper, etc



To make 
multiples of your 
koi, click and 
drag the layer 
that has your koi 
drawing to the 
new layer 
button at the 
bottom of the 
layer panel. 

This will create 
an exact copy 
of your koi 
directly on top 
of the other one, 
move it over to 
see. 



To change the second koi’s direction, click edit > transform flip horizontal (you 
can also rotate it…etc)

Select the second koi, then click Image > Adjustments > Hue and Saturation

Change the colors of your koi. You can do this to any layer you want. 



To give your koi more of that “Japanese print” look, 
look up, Chinese red stamp. Copy and paste it into 
your illustration. 

I know its kind of weird, but that’s the best way to word 
it to get the best search results. 



Select each koi. Click the fx button at the bottom of the layer panel. 
Choose drop shadow. This dialog box will appear. Make the blend 
mode normal, and play around with the opacity, distance, size and 
spread until you get a shadow you like. 



When done, save it as a jpeg, put it in a 
new slide in your google portfolios and 
answer the reflection questions! 
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